BRETHREN EVANGELI ST. 


■re at the front ; they fill the first page of 
the papers ; they are spread out in targe 
lype ; they are paid for at the very high- 
est rates ; these are the most eagerly 
sought for ; while the opening of Colleges, 
libraries, museums, hospitals, the comple- 
tion of noble buitding, the discovery of 
Dew means of preserving life, noble ser- 
vices, heoric devotions, appear in some 
back còrner of the paper, in small type, 
and are given the smallest space, compar- 
atively. Let a prize fight and the open- 
ing of a college take place the same day. 
The average daily paper will devote two 
of Us most prominent pagès to an illus- 
trated account of the prize fight and give 
from eight to twenty lines to the opening 
of the college. There is a general im- 
pression prevails that because the relig- 
ious papers devote themselves to records 
of good deeds, the daily papers are for 
that reason exempt from writing regard- 
ing them, unless it be to criticise, When 
we take into consideration the number of 
people who read the daily papers with the 
number who read the religious papers, 
this should convince any one of ordinary 
intelligence of the necessity of making 
the daily newspapers an instrument for 
good. 

In looking over the headlinejs of the 
majority of our daily papers the question 
suggests itself : What are the good peo- 
ple of these United States doing ? This 
question may be asked as naturally as did 
the little giri who after reading the epi- 
taphs in a country churchyard, asked the 
sexton, "Where are the wicked folks 
burried ?" 

An arbitration conference was held in 
Philadelphia not long ago. The subject 
under discussion was one of intemational 
importance, and the speakers were men 
of natíonal reputation. Many newspapers 
did not refer to the meeting at all. In 
one of Americas"Journals of civilizetion" 
it was given half a column of space, while 
in the same issue of the same jòurnal 
there were devoted three columns to a 
divorce case in which the evidence was 
held altogether in the hands of the court 
and no fact admitted to the públic. The 
completion of the Public Library of Bos- 
ton was an event of National importance, 
full of great significance to every intel•li- 
gent man and woman who is interested in 
the higher civilization and in the higher 
education in America. It is true that the 
press gave this noble work considerable 
space, but when compared with the space 
devoted to Holmes, the murderer, it was 
a matter of very little importance and 
sínks almost into oblivion. 

The question which confronts the 
American people to-day is; How long can 


we feed daily upon crime and scandal 
without feeling the effects 'of such a 
diet? 

The announcement to which we citc 
you is not a case apart from others ; for 
every newspaper reporter well knows that 
a murder is his biggest "scoop ;" and 
what makes it all the worse, the morè 
horrible and revolting the details, the 
morè prominent will be the place given to 
the account in his paper. There is no 
doubt but that criminal records can be 
proíitably studied by students of crimi- 
nology ; that the vigilance of the law in 
detecting and in punishing crime can be 
mentioned by newspapers with good ef- 
fects ; that by exposing crime it can to a 
certain extent be checked ; but students 
of criminology can consult records for 
details and sUtisties ; the results of 
wrongdoing may be made emphatic with- 
out stooping so low as to go thtxuigh the 
loathsome details of exagerated and quite 
frequently untruthful accounts; and it is 
possible to decently expose crime with- 
out making a hero of the criminal. There 
is not a bit of use for the people to shut 
their eyes to such a state of things and 
say that they never read such accounts, 
for the papers containing such accounts 
lie on the tables in the homes of thous- 
ands of our people and millinns of chil- 
dren are reading them every day. 

If the people are willing to live on such 
food for six days in the week, should they 
not try and find something morè whole- 
some for the seventh ? People generally 
agree that the Sabbath is necessary to 
their physical well-being, how much morè 
then is it necessary to their mental and 
spiritual well-being? Can any one be 
bold enough to claim that any man is able 
to grow in morality and righteousness 
whose Sunday reading is taken entirely 
from the Sunday paper ? L)o not under- 
stand by this that we are condemning the 
secular press, for no one appreciates morè 
than we do, the progress, power and op- 
portunites of the newspaper ; and it is 
because of these things that we would 
like to see it make true progress, use its 
power for good and make the most of its 
splendid opportunities. The públic de- 
sires morè not less news, but it is morally 
tired of scandal, gossip, and crime. The 
públic wants news ; by this we mean, facis 
that arc of some significance, enlighten- 
ing ; facts that give intelligence to those 
who study them. 

But as we sail along the great and ever- 
widening oceans of civilization, we must 
not forget the streams and sources which 
have assisted in forming it. If we look 
back over the centúries we find that the 
influence of the newspapers to a great ex- 


tent made us what we are. But it does 
not follow that because the papers have 
done so much towards the enlightenment 
of the people, that they should in this 
latter part of the nineteenth century be 
employed to record públic falsehood, 
atheism, blasphemy, sophistry, infidelity, 
libels, slanders, and vice of almost every 
kind and shape. Many a man has been 
so falsely condemned and atrociously 
maligned by the papers, that he has 
thereby been driven to despair, to mad- 
ness, and to self destruction. 


GLOMOUS BEVELÀTIONB. 

H. li. HOLS1NGEK. 

For several weeks I have beenquileun- 
well. During this illness I have been in 
Ihe hàbit of taking a rest after each noon 
day meal. Just now I awoke from one of 
my aceustomed naps, and found myself 
mentally repeating these words : "The 
brightness of his being and the express 
image of his person." I couldn't teli 
why. I could not teli when I had read or 
heard the words, nor where they were re- 
corded, but again and again I repeated 
them, now speaking them to myself. So 
I arose, took my Bible and soon found 
my text at Hebrews 1:3, somewhat im- 
proved : "Who being the brightness of 
his glory, and the express image of his 
person." 

Who is this bright and glorious Person- 
ator, who so graciously met me in my first 
wakeful thoughts? It is none other than 
Jesús, the Son of the living God. Whose 
image does he reílect and whora does he 
personify to men? Let Paul answer : 
"Who is the image of the invisible God." 
Col. 1 : 15. Glorious revelation. "God 
wíth us." "And ihe wordwas made flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begottenof 
the Father, full of grace and truth. " John 
1:14. "God spake unto the fathers by 
the prophets." That was good, But he 
speaks unto us by his Son, whom he has 
appointed heir of all things, by whom al- 
so he made the worlds." That is very 
much betíer. 

Christ is the "express image of the 
Father." We all have a desire to see our 
Father. Philip had such a desire. He 
told Jesús if he would show them the 
Father, it would be suflicient. Jesús ans- 
wered : "He that hath seen me hath seen 
the Father." "And he that seeth me seeth 
him that sent me." Thank God for the 
beautiful, living picture, of our heavenly 
Father. He is morè than a picture. He 
is the living personification of the invisi- 
ble God. 

But he is not only the image of the 
Father ; but he is also his Word. "In thç 


